[image: Kwinana Junior Knights Football Club]KJKFC Team Selection Policy 2025 

Kwinana Junior Football Club Team Selection Policy Competitive & Developmental Team – Rev 1.0
The intent behind the policy is to continue the enjoyment and development of all players within the club and foster an environment where all players can excel whilst having fun.
​The committee conducted an extensive due diligence process that considered many options for age groups Y7 and up with more than one team in a year group. KJKFC executive committee agreed on a policy that allows each parent/player to choose whether they want to participate in the selection process for places in the higher division team.
1. Policy	
For Y3 – Y6 Even teams - KJKFC will so far as possible field teams with equal numbers of players;
· Even playing ability - KJKFC will so far as possible field teams of equal ability in each year.
· Team Composition – KJKFC’s members are drawn in the main from local primary and high schools. As a community club, it seeks to encourage long-term friendships extending beyond school groupings. As such, teams will wherever possible incorporate players from a range of schools rather than being school-specific.
· Rotation Amongst Teams - In order to develop a range of friendships, and to help reduce the attrition rate amongst players in particular year groups, it is expected that players will rotate amongst teams during Years 3 to 6. In other words, teams should be re-picked each year rather than ‘carried forward’ so that players are encouraged to feel that they are members of the Club rather than of any particular team. This will also expose players to a range of coaches and diverse coaching and playing styles.
For Y7 group upwards, at the beginning of the season all players are grouped together to form a single squad. At this time, it is considered that all players will be one squad, parents are to choose if they are nominating for a Competitive or Developmental team with the coaching staff when training commences. 
Those players/parents that have elected to nominate for the higher division team agree and acknowledge that their child will participate in the selection process for places in the higher division team based upon criteria outlined below (see Section 3 Criteria).
​Those players/parents that have elected to nominate for the lower division team have indicated a preference to play in the lower division team and NOT participate in the selection process for places in the higher division team.
​Nominating for the lower division team, does not ensure that the player will be allocated to the lower division team as final team makeup will be dependent upon the number of players nominating for each team (see Section 5 Scenarios and Section 7 Team Numbers).




2. Criteria
In determining the selection of the higher division team, members of KJKFC will consult with the prior years and current coaches. Feedback will be taken from each coach as they have a vast amount of knowledge and information about these players. At the conclusion of pre-season training (around the end of March) each coach will submit a recommendation to KJKFC on the team make up.
​KJKFC executive committee will review the coaches’ recommendations. The final selection of the higher division team will be at the sole discretion of the KJKFC executive committee.
​Multiple factors will be taken into consideration in forming the higher division team and below are an indication of some of these factors:
​
· Player welfare
· Players ability and previous year’s best and fairest voting
· Players physical development, strength and speed.
· Football intelligence, Game Day Sense and Ball winning ability.
· Fitness & Skills
· Attitude, Behaviour and Discipline
· Adherence to player code of conduct and team rules
· Determination and Competitiveness
· Training attendance
3. Scenarios
Immediately after all nominations have been submitted, KJKFC will collate the nominations and advise the coaches of the number of players who have nominated for each team. There will be three potential scenarios to consider.
​Scenario 1: Fifty percent of players nominate for the higher team. No selection process needs to occur as parents/players have effectively chosen each team themselves.
​Scenario 2: More than fifty percent of players nominate for the higher division team. KJKFC then selects the best players based on the criteria noted above (see Section 3 Criteria) for the higher division team. Players not selected for the higher division team will be allocated to the lower division team.
​Scenario 3: Less than 50% of players apply for higher division team. KJKFC advise parents/players of the initial nominations and based on these numbers, request further nominations for the higher division team. Should this fail to achieve 50% of players nominating for the higher division team KJKFC would then decide on the final make-up of each team.
​


4. Communication
​Players/families who nominate for the higher division team, and then are not selected to play in this team, will be advised via email communication.
5. Team Numbers
It is the committee’s full intent to have equal numbers of players in both teams and only in special circumstances would any deviation from this occur.
6. Team Selection
​Once selected team selections are finalised the decision is final. 
7. Following Seasons
Prior to Registration Day each year, players may nominate to change teams for the coming season.
​A player, who played in the lower division team in the previous season, may choose to nominate for the higher division team, and go through the selection process for places in the higher division team.
​A player who played in the higher division team in the previous season may choose to nominate a preference to play in the lower division team and not participate in the selection process for places in the higher division team.
​Note all players who played in the higher division team in the previous season will be considered in the following season to have nominated for the higher division team and go through the selection process for places in the higher division team. If a player who has played in the higher division team does not want to participate in the selection process, they will need to nominate a preference to play in the lower division team prior to Registration Day.
​Nominating for the lower division team, does not ensure that the player will be allocated to the lower division team as final team makeup will be dependent upon the number of players nominating for each team (see Section 5 Scenarios and 7 Team Numbers).
8. Discretion
At all times the KJKFC executive committee can at their discretion make a decision that is in the best interests of all players at Kwinana Junior Knights Football Club.
9. Annual Review
The team selection policy will be reviewed at the end of each season and the Club Committee may at its discretion implement any changes it feels are required.
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